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Definition of  
Physical Abuse 

 

 
Any recent act or failure to act by a 
perpetrator which causes non-
accidental serious physical injury to 
a child under 18 years of age. 
 

Serious physical injury is an injury 
that: 

 
 Causes a child severe pain;  or 

 
 Significantly impairs a child's 
functioning, either temporarily or 
permanently. 

 


