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 Parent must have the predisposition to 
abuse his/her children. 

 
 
 

 The maltreated child is perceived by the 
parent as being different and 
unsatisfactory. 

 
 

 
 There must be a crisis in the family, or 

added stress. 
 
 

 
 Parent may not have sources of external 

support. 
 
 
 
Adopted from B. Steel: Conditions of Abuse.  


