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When to Petition 
Juvenile Court 

 
• The child needs emergency care. 
 
• The unwillingness or inability of the 

parents or other custodians to accept 
the help offered to change the 
situation.  

 
• The possibility of further abuse 

continuing in the home is greater 
than the benefits to the child. 

 
• Abandonment or desertion of the 

child. 
 

 


