AGGRAVATED CIRCUMSTANCES

According to section 6302 of the Pennsylvania Juvenile Act,
aggravated circumstances may exist when any of the
following apply:

(1) The child is in the custody of a county agency and either

(i) The identity or whereabouts of the parents is unknown and cannot be
ascertained and the parent does not claim the child within three months of the
date the child was taken into custody; or

(i) The identity or whereabouts of the parents is known and the parents have
failed to maintain substantial and continuing contact with the child for a period of
six months.

(2) The child or another child of the parent has been the victim of physical abuse
resulting in serious bodily injury, sexual violence or aggravated physical neglect by the
parent.

(3) The parent of the child has been convicted of any of the following offenses where
the victim was a child:

(i) Criminal homicide under 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 25 (relating to criminal homicide);
(ii) A felony under 18 Pa C.S. § 2702 (relating to aggravated assault), 3121
(relating to rape), 3122.1 (relating to statutory sexual assault), 3123 (relating to
involuntary deviate sexual intercourse), 3124.1 (relating to sexual assault) or
3125 (relating to aggravated indecent assault).

(iii) A misdemeanor under 18 Pa C.S. § 3126 (relating to indecent assault).

(iv) An equivalent crime in another jurisdiction.

(4) The attempt, solicitation or conspiracy to commit any of the offenses set forth in
paragraph (3).

(5) The parental rights of the parent have been involuntarily terminated with respect to a
child of the parent.
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