REPORTING SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE
CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES LAW

Section 6311. PERSONS REQUIRED TO REPORT SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE.

(@) General rule.--Persons who, in the course of their employment, occupation or
practice of their profession, come into contact with children shall report or cause a report
to be made in accordance with Section 6313 (relating to reporting procedure) when they
have reasonable cause to suspect on the basis of their medical, professional or other
training and experience, that a child coming before them in their professional or other
official capacity is an abused child. Except with respect to confidential communications
made to an ordained member of the clergy which are protected under 42 PA.C.S. S5943
(relating to confidential communications to clergymen), the privileged communication
between any professional person required to report and the patient or client of that person
shall not apply to situations involving child abuse and shall not constitute grounds for
failure to report as required by this chapter.

(b) Enumeration of persons required to report.--Persons required to report under
subsection (a) include, but are not limited to, any licensed physician, osteopath, medical
examiner, coroner, funeral director, dentist, optometrist, chiropractor, podiatrist, intern,
registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, hospital personnel engaged in the admission,
examination, care or treatment of persons, Christian Science practitioner, member of the
clergy, school administrator, school teacher, school nurse, social services worker, day-
care center worker or any other child-care or foster-care worker, mental health
professional, peace officer or law enforcement official.

(c) Staff members of institutions, etc.--Whenever a person is required to report
under subsection (b) in the capacity as a member of the staff of a medical or other public
or private institution, school, facility or agency, that person shall immediately notify the
person in charge of the institution, school, facility or agency or the designated agent of
the person in charge. Upon notification, the person in charge or the designated agent, if
any, shall assume the responsibility and have the legal obligation to report or cause a
report to be made in accordance with section 6313. This chapter does not require more
than one report from any such institution, school, facility or agency.

(d) Civil action for discrimination against filing report.--Any person who, under
this section, is required to report or cause a report of suspected child abuse to be made
and who, in good faith, makes or causes the report to be made and, as a result thereof, is
discharged from his employment or in any other manner is discriminated against with
respect to compensation, hire, tenure, terms, conditions or privileges of employment, may
commence an action in the court occurred for appropriate relief.
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If the court finds that the person is an individual who, under this section, is required to
report or cause a report of suspected child abuse to be made and who, in good faith, made
or caused to be made a report of suspected child abuse, and, as a result thereof, was
discharged or discriminated against with respect to compensation, hire, tenure, terms,
conditions or privileges of employment, it may issue an order granting appropriate relief,
including, but not limited to, reinstatement with back pay. The department may intervene
in any action commenced under this subsection.

Section 6312. PERSONS PERMITTED TO REPORT SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE.

In addition to those persons and officials required to report suspected child abuse,
any person may make such a report if that person has reasonable cause to suspect that a
child is an abused child.

Section 6314. PHOTOGRAPHS, MEDICAL TESTS AND X-RAYS OF CHILD
SUBJECT TO REPORT.

A person or official required to report cases of suspected child abuse may take or
cause to be taken photographs of the child who is subject to a report and, if clinically
indicated, cause to be performed a radiological examination and other medical tests on
the child. Medical summaries or reports of the photographs, x-rays and relevant medical
tests taken shall be sent to the county agency at the time the written report is sent or as
soon thereafter as possible. The county agency shall have access to actual photographs or
duplicates and x-rays and may obtain them or duplicates upon request.
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