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COMMONLY MISSPELLED WORDS 
 
abbreviation appearance 

abscess appreciate 

absence appropriate 

absorption argument 

accept arrangement 

accessible ascertain 

accommodate asinine 

accompanied attendance 

accrued balance 

acknowledge bankruptcy 

acquaintance beggar 

acquiesce beginning 

adjourned belief 

admissible believable 

advantageous believe 

affidavit beneficial 

affiliated benefited 

aggravate bookkeeping 

aisle bough 

alcohol breathe 

a lot brilliant 

ambiguity brochure 

analysis bulletin 

anesthetic buoyant 

annihilate business 

anonymous caffeine 

apparent calendar 

campaign corroborate 
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cancel criticism 

candidate defendant 

canister depreciate 

cannot description 

casserole desirable 

category deteriorate 

cemetery diarrhea 

cessation difference 

changeable dilapidated 

chief disappoint 

clientele disbursement 

coercion discrepancy 

colossal disease 

coming dissatisfactory 

committee dissipate 

compel dominant 

competent ecstasy 

competition effect 

complement effervescent 

compliment efficacy 

concede eligible 

confident embarrass 

conscientious endeavor 

controversy endorsement 

convenience enthusiastic 

convenient environment 

correspondence equipped 

especially government 

exceed governor 
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excellent grateful 

except grievous 

exercise guarantee 

exhaust handwritten 

exhibition hazardous 

exhilaration hemorrhage 

existence height 

exorbitant hindrance 

experience hurriedly 

explanation hygiene 

exquisite hypocrisy 

extension icicle 

extinct idiosyncrasy 

extraordinary immediately 

fallacy immortal 

familiar inalienable 

feasible inasmuch as 

February incidentally 

foliage incurred 

foreign independence 

forty independent 

fourth indictment  

fundamental indispensable 

gangrene ingenious 

genealogy ingenuous 

gnaw inimitable 

inoculation mediocre 

insistent mileage 

interpret minimum 
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intermittent miscellaneous 

interrupt misspell 

itinerary misspelling 

its municipal 

jeopardize naïve 

jewelry necessary 

judgment nuisance 

knowledge oblige 

laboratory obstacle 

leisure occasion 

liaison occurred 

license occurrence 

lien omission 

lieutenant omitted 

likable opportunity 

lineage opposite 

liquefy original 

litigation overdue 

loneliness paid 

loose pamphlet 

lose parallel 

maintenance paralyze 

mandatory peculiar 

maneuver perceive 

meanness peril 

permanent receive 

perseverance reciprocal 

personal recommend 

personnel reference 
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persuade referred 

photostat referring 

physician relevant 

pneumonia relieve 

possession reminisce 

practical rendezvous 

practically renewal 

precede repetition 

precious requirement 

predictable restaurant 

preferred schedule 

prevalent secretary 

principal separate 

principle sergeant 

privilege sheriff 

probably significance 

procedure similar 

proceed simultaneous 

professor sincerely 

prosecute spaghetti 

psychology stationary 

pursue stationery 

quantity strictly 

rapport subpoena 

succeed whether 

successful withheld 

superintendent yield 

supersede  

surprise  



 

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Training Program 315: Basic Writing Skills 
Handout # 7, Page 6 of 6

surveillance  

susceptible  

sustenance  

sympathy  

techniques  

temperament  

tomorrow  

truly  

unconscious  

unanimous  

undoubtedly  

unnecessary  

usable  

vacuum  

vengeance  

volume  

weather  

Wednesday  
 
Combined from:  Business Letter Writing (Lindsell-Roberts) and Writers Inc. (Sebranek, Myer, and Kemper) 


