
3 CRITERIA FOR SUICIDE RELATED 
LITIGATION

 
 
 
 

Courts have tended to review 3 criteria in 
determining malpractice negligence in cases 
of suicide: 
 
 
 

• failure to determine the imminence of 
the suicidal behavior 

 
 
• if high risk suicide factors were 

identified and appropriate steps taken 
 
 

• thoroughness of the treatment plan and 
its implementation 

 
 

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Training Program 205: Liability & Risk Management in Child Welfare Services 
Overhead #11, Page 1 of 1 


