Reasons ASFA Was
Initiated

e Many children in foster care were
waiting several years for permanent
placement.

e The focus on reasonable efforts to
reunify children with their families led
to some placement decisions that were
not in the best interests of the child
and not adequately focused on child
safety

e To move children into permanent
homes In a more timely manner, states
needed stricter guidelines for
placement and reunification of
children and their families.
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