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THE PREVALENCE OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE 
 
 
 

Author Reported Prevalence 
Among Females 

Reported Prevalence 
Among Males 

Badgley, Allard, McCormick, et 
al (1984), 
reanalyzed by Bagley (1988) 

 
18% 

 

 
8% 

Bagley and Ramsay (1986) 22% n/a 
Bagley (1991) 32% n/a 
Elliott and Briere (1992) 27% n/a 
Essock-Vitale and McGuire 
(1985) 

17% n/a 

Finkelhor (1984) 15% 6% 
Finkelhor, Hotaling, Lewis, and 
Smith (1990) 

27% 16% 

George and Winfield-Laird 
(1986) 

2% n/a 

Keckley Market Research 
(1983) 

11% 7% 

Kercher and McShane (1984) 11% 3% 
 
 
Reprinted with permission of The Future of Children, A Publication of the Center for the Future of 
Children,  
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
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GUIDELINES FOR PROFESSIONALS 

WHEN WORKING WITH THE AMISH COMMUNITY 
 
 
1.  Individualize the Amish client/patient: 
 

 Ask which Amish group the family belongs to, on a continuum of conservative to 
liberal, as this will influence decisions about accepting professional care and 
services. 

 Remember that Amish persons value face-to-face relationships. 
 Amish clients or patients may ask personal questions of the professional, such as 

are you married, do you have children, where do you live, are you related to 
certain persons. This helps them to individualize you and determine your place in 
the overall community.  Respond to these questions briefly, but be open and 
honest. 

 Don’t be concerned if formal titles are not used to address you.  This is not meant 
to be disrespectful, only to establish a genuine relationship. 

 
2.  Start where the Amish client/patient is, physically, intellectually, and 

emotionally: 
 

 Accept Amish values, beliefs, customs and attitudes. 
 Modify service delivery to accommodate Amish preferences and to overcome the 

barriers of distance, transportation, and cost.  Taking services to the Amish 
community is appreciated, for example, offering childhood immunizations at a 
local livestock auction barn. 

 Provide a hitching rail for the Amish horse and buggy at public buildings, 
professional offices and business places. 

 Observe Amish holidays and that Sunday is a day of rest. 
 

3.  Move at the Amish client/patient’s pace: 
 

 Remember the pace of Amish life is slow-an Amish buggy travels at about 10 to 
20 miles per hour. 

 Learn the art of “chit-chat” and spend a few minutes initially talking about the 
weather, crops, local news and events. 

 Talk slowly and allow enough time for discussion of an issue. 
 Remember that language is not a barrier between Amish and non-Amish, except 

for preschool children who may not speak English.  Don’t “talk down” to an Amish 
client/patient. 
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GUIDELINES FOR PROFESSIONALS 
WHEN WORKING WITH THE AMISH COMMUNITY  

(Continued) 
 

 
4.  Remember that Amish client/patient’s right to self-determination: 
 

 Accept parallel health care practices using home remedies and folk practitioners 
in addition to professional care. 

 Avoid aggressive legal action to force an Amish family to accept heroic medical 
care for a family member.  They prefer to die at home and accept death as part 
of God’s plan for their lives. 

 Involve Amish bishops or other representatives in planning programs and 
services targeted at the Amish community. 

 
5.  Above all, treat Amish clients/patients with dignity and respect: 
 

 Recognize the patriarchal nature of Amish society, but also be aware that Amish 
women will participate in decision making. 

 Dress appropriately, especially when visiting an Amish home. 
 Speak with a soft voice and do not use jargon or slang unless it is commonly 

used in the local community. 
 Allow a comfortable physical space between you and the Amish client/patient. 
 Avoid physical touch, especially between genders, unless appropriate and 

necessary for professional care. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Copyright with permission of Gretchen H. Waltman, ACSW, LISW, 2005 
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AMISH READINGS & RESOURCES 
 

Books: 
 
Hostetler, J.A. (1993). Amish Society (4th ed.). Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press 
 
Julia, Maria C. (1996) Multicultural Awareness In The Health Care Profession, (Chapter 
3: Amish Healthy Care Beliefs and Practices) Longwood Division, Allyn & Bacon. (out of 
print, available at Amazon.com) 
 
Julia, Maria (2000), Constructing Gender:  Multicultural Perspectives in Working with 
Women. (Chapter 3: Amish Women: From Martyrs to Entrepreneurs). Brooks/Cole 
Publishing 
 
Kaiser, G.H. (1989). Dr. Frau: A Woman Doctor Among the Amish Intercourse, PA: 
Good Books 
 
Kraybill, D.B. (2001). The Riddle of Amish Culture (2nd ed.) Baltimore: John Hopkins 
University Press. 
 
Kraybill D.B. (1993). The Amish and the State (3rd ed.) Baltimore: John Hopkins 
University Press. 
 
Lehman, E.D. (2004). House Calls and Hitching Posts. Intercourse, PA:  Good Books 
 
Weaver, W.M. (1997). Dust Between My Toes: An Amish Boy’s Journey.  Walnut Creek, 
OH: Carlisle Printing Company. 
 
Weaver-Zercher, D. (2001) The Amish in the American Imagination.  Baltimore: John 
Hopkins University Press. 
 
Articles: 
 
Emery, E. (1996), Amish families. In M. McGoldrick, J. Giordano, & J.K. Pearce (Eds.), 
Ethnicity and Family Therapy, (2nd ed.), (pp. 442-450). NY: Guilford Press. 
 
Francomano, C. (1996). Amish culture. In N.L. Fisher (Ed.) Cultural and Ethnic 
Diversity: A Guide for Genetics Professionals (pp. 177-197). Baltimore: John Hopkins 
University Press. 
 
Huntington, G.E. (1988), The Amish Family, In C.H. Mindel, R.W. Haberstein, & R. 
Wright Jr. (Eds.), Ethnic Families in America: Patterns and Variations (3rd ed.). (pp. 367-
399). NY: Elsevier. 
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AMISH READINGS & RESOURCES 
 
Articles (Con’t): 
 
Ulrich, T. A dark inheritance. Time 150(19), Fall 1997, Article about Dr. D. Holmes 
Morton and his medical practice at the Clinic for Special Children in Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Waltman, G.H. (1996).  Amish health care beliefs and practices.  In M. Julia (Ed.), 
Multicultural Awareness in the Health Care Professions (pp. 23-41). Boston: Allyn and 
Bacon. 
 
Waltman, G.H. (2000).  Amish women: From martyrs to entrepreneurs. In M. Julia (Ed.). 
Constructing Gender: Multicultural Perspectives in Working with Women (pp. 35-67). 
Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole~Wadsworth. 
 
Almanac: 
The New American Almanac: Published by Ben J. Raber, 2467 CR 600, Baltic, OH 
43804 
 
Video: 
The Amish: Between Two Worlds (1993). Amish Heartland Productions, 6005 CR 77, 
Millersburg, OH  44654  Phone: 800-254-3387, or (330) 893-3634. 
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