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5 Areas of Children’s Competence 
  

 
 

1.   Capacity to observe events 
 
 

2.   Sufficient memory to recall events 
 
 

3.   Ability to communicate 
 
 

4.   Ability to distinguish fact from   
 fantasy 

 
 

5.   Understanding of the difference  
      between the truth and a lie and  
     appreciation that it is wrong to lie 

 
 

Myers (1998)       


