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Credibility vs. Competence 
 

 
 
 
 

Competence:  refers to the capacity of a witness 
to testify in court reliably.   

 
 
Credibility:   refers to the truthfulness and 

accuracy of witnesses.  In the 
courts of the United States, only 
juries or judges (fact finders) 
determine witness credibility.    

 
 

 


