
PA Child Welfare Competency-Based Training & Certification Program.  201-9: Preparing Children for Adoption 
Handout 10 

DIRECT WORK WITH CHILDREN: 
 

 Enables the child to understand 
significant events in the past. 

 Confront feelings that are secondary 
to these events.  

 Become more fully involved in the 
future planning of their lives. 

 
DIRECT WORK WITH CHILDREN IS 
USED FOR: 

 
 Gaining an understanding of the child’s 
perceptions of his life 

 Disengagement work 
 Explaining plans for the future 
 Addressing current areas of concern 
enhancing attachments in current family 

 Facilitating identity formation 
 Increasing the child’s knowledge of self 
 Reintegration of early life events  
 Focusing on life-long issues 

 
 
Vera Fahlberg, “A Child’s Journey Through Placement” 


